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Risk Assessment Record

	Faculty/School/Research Institute


	Name of Chief Investigator
	Room No/Campus


	Project Title


	Hazard(s) – Please identify and describe


	Who is exposed to the hazard? (e.g. University staff/students/other research subjects)


	Inherent Risk (i.e. the risk present before any precautions are put in place) – Please refer to the table overleaf to assess the risk and then record it below

	None   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Low   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Medium   FORMCHECKBOX 

	High   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Very High   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Controlling the Inherent Risk 
For inherent risk in the medium to very high range, please describe the precautions to be put in place:

Will these precautions eliminate, significantly reduce or otherwise reduce the inherent risk?  Please comment:


	Residual Risk


	
	
	
	

	Please refer to the table overleaf to assess the remaining risk and then record it below 



	None   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Low   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Medium   FORMCHECKBOX 

	High   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Very High   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please note that if the residual risk is not in the none/low range, you might need to take further steps to address the risk or consider redesigning your research proposal


	I confirm that an appropriate risk assessment has been conducted

Signature…………………………………                                                      Date………………………

(Chief Investigator)


Please use the table below to assess the inherent risk and then the residual risk.  For example, where the potential harm is assessed to be minor (e.g. slight physical discomfort or pain, temporary emotional upset or similar) and the probability is assessed to be likely, then the risk is deemed to be in the medium range.
It is expected that research being conducted by staff or students of the University will fall within the None to Medium range of risk.  Studies that are likely to fall within the High to Very High range of risk are unlikely to be permitted to proceed.

	
	POTENTIAL HARM

	PROBABILITY
	NONE
	INSIGNIFICANT
	MINOR
	MODERATE
	MAJOR

	UNLIKELY
	None
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	High

	POSSIBLE
	None
	Low
	Medium
	High
	Very High

	LIKELY
	None
	Low
	Medium
	High
	Very High

	ALMOST CERTAIN
	None
	Low
	High
	Very High
	Very High


	POTENTIAL HARM



	INSIGNIFICANT – reflective of trivial, routine or commonplace day-to-day levels of harm

	

	MINOR – unexpected event requiring minor remedial action e.g. first aid attention sufficient to treat minor injury, interview suspended due to temporary upset of participant

	

	MODERATE – e.g. results in time of work, broken bones, hospitalization, reversible disablement, serious emotional upset or psychological reaction, threat of violence to researcher, potential legal challenge to the researcher or the University

	

	MAJOR – e.g. loss of limb, loss of sight in one or more eyes, permanent disablement, death, irreversible psychological harm, violence against researcher




	PROBABILITY



	UNLIKELY – probably will never happen

	

	POSSIBLE – might happen but would be an unusual occurrence 

	

	LIKELY – expected to happen sometimes

	

	ALMOST CERTAIN – expected to happen frequently

	 


